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NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

Histoire de la philosofihie medievale precedke d'un aperfu sur la philoso- 
fihie ancienne. Par M. de Wulf, Docteur en Droit, Docteur en Philo- 
sophic et Lettres, Professeur a l'Universite de Louvain. Louvain, Insti- 
tut Superieur de Philosophic Paris, Alcan, 1900. — pp. viii, 400. 

It is a pleasure to call the attention of students to this excellent manual 
of the history of medieval philosophy. During the last fifteen years the 
publication of many important texts and monographs, including the monu- 
mental Chariularium Universitatis Parisiensis, has greatly advanced our 
knowledge and understanding of this still-too-little-known and too-much- 
misunderstood period of human thought, but all this wealth of new material 
has hitherto affected in but a slight degree the information and apprecia- 
tions of the general student. Here, however, we have a work incorporat- 
ing the most valuable results of recent scholarship in a connected narrative 
of the whole movement, and that by a master who has himself contributed 
to those results in a series of important studies. It is a manual, indeed, 
with duly numbered paragraphs, neatly formulated generalizations, and 
concise enumerations of the principal points ; but it is also, in the strict 
sense, a history, not the mere accumulation of materials for a history, but 
a history in which the movement of ideas is made to appear a living reality. 
In less skilful hands, the number and brevity of the paragraphs, and the 
mention of over 600 writers' names, would very likely have given only a 
confused impression of encyclopedic facts, but the author, who has brought 
to the writing of the manual the rare combination of learning, sympathy, a 
sound sense of historical relationships, and a remarkable power of clear 
exposition, succeeds in keeping constantly before the reader the connected- 
ness of a historical process. The central theme is the rise, culmination, 
and fall of the Scholastic Philosophy ; the special character of the treat- 
ment is shaped by the view taken of this philosophy. Scholasticism, 
according to Dr. de Wulf, is not, as sometimes represented, the whole 
of medieval philosophy, nor is it properly defined by such external marks 
as the methods of instruction, or specially distinguished by the subordina- 
tion of philosophy to theology, or comprehended by the discussions con- 
cerning the nature of universals. It is rather, he holds, a synthesis of 
doctrines based on an intelligent eclecticism, with a preference for, though 
by no means a servile surrender to, the peripatetic philosophy, and seeking 
the harmony of the teachings of the Catholic religion with the results of 
philosophical investigation. Among the chief elements in this synthesis, 
the author reckons the personality of God, with dualism and creationism as 
opposed to pantheism ; in contingent being, a qualified dynamism united 
with a frank affirmation of individualism ; spiritualistic, experimental, ob- 
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jective psychology ; eudaemonistic, libertarian ethics. Its greatest expo- 
nent was St. Thomas. But, besides Scholasticism, the author recognizes 
in medieval philosophy the independent Byzantine and Arabo-Jewish phi- 
losophy, the anti-scholastic philosophy, represented in the first period by 
John Scotus Erigena, and from the beginning of the 13th century largely 
under the influence of Averroism, finally various deviations from Scholas- 
ticism, as, e. g., in Roger Bacon and Lullus, in Eckehart and Nicolas 
of Cues. The history of medieval philosophy appears in general as the 
history of the gradual development of the scholastic synthesis and its con- 
flict with opposing or divergent systems. Scholasticism was at last discred- 
ited, largely because its later representatives were unable to assimilate the 
new science to the old metaphysics ; but the author believes that it is not 
essentially unprogressive, and that it is correct in principle. In this he 
shows his Catholic sympathies. These further appear in certain of his 
special judgments, e.g., that Abelard's adoption of rationalism is 'a stain 
on his memory, ' and that the Renaissance denial of the intimate solidarity 
of philosophy and Catholic theology was due to ' an attack of pride.' But 
Dr. de Wulf is too great a scholar and too good an historian to allow such 
judgments an obtrusive place in his narrative, and, after all, without some 
degree of Catholic sympathy medieval philosophy will probably be under- 
stood only as a splendid aberration of the human intellect. 

Besides the history of medieval thought, the book contains sketches 
of Hindu and Chinese, of Greek and of Patristic philosophy, all of which 
have more or less logical or historical connection with speculation in the 
Middle Ages ; and it is to be followed by another volume by the same 
author on the history of Modern Philosophy. Such a history from the 
Neo-Scholastic point of view by a writer of the ability and learning dis- 
played in the present work will be sure to be welcomed by broad-minded 
students with more than ordinary interest. 

H. N. Gardiner. 

Theism in the Light of Present Science and Philosophy. By James 
Iverach, M.A., D.D. New York, The Macmillan Company, 1899. — 
pp. x, 330. 

The late Rev. Charles F. Deems, for many years pastor of the ' Church 
of the Strangers ' in New York, was deeply interested, through the " Amer- 
ican Institute of Christian Philosophy ' ' which, if we remember rightly, he 
founded, and through its organ, Christian Thought, which he edited, in 
promoting philosophical expression along the lines of orthodox Protestant 
Christian tradition. In 1895, the Institute bequeathed to the New York 
University a fund of $15,000 for the endowment of the Charles F. Deems 
Lectureship of Philosophy, with the object of providing for the discussion 
of scientific and philosophical subjects "with special reference to the re- 
vealed truths of the Holy Scriptures and to the fundamental principles of 
Theistic Philosophy." The present volume contains the ten lectures which 



